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OPPORTUNITIES

This Newsletter proudly
sponsored by:

To purchase your tickets - which will include
2 drink tickets, meet and greet opportunities, and a
ticket to the opening game on Sunday, March 6 - please visit:

www.CFHLA.org/OCSC.
Honorees

CFHLA Salutes the Kickoff Tailgate Party Sponsors:

February Allied
Member of the Month

Charlie Weddle
TRS Wireless, Inc.
February Lodging
Member of the Month

Brian Comes
Hyatt Regency Orlando
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2016
CFHLA Executive
Committee
Chairperson
Dave Bartek
Loews Hotels
1st Vice Chairperson
David Friederich
The Kessler Collection
2nd Vice Chairperson
Doug Ridge
Orlando World
Center Marriott
Secretary
Fred Sawyers
Walt Disney World
Swan & Dolphin
Treasurer
Jetse Pottinga
Melia Orlando
Suite Hotel
Assistant Treasurer
Brian Comes
Hyatt Regency Orlando
Historian
Laura Sherman
CLC Regal Oaks
Immediate Past Chair
Gerald Urquiola
Caribe Royale Resort &
Convention Center

Partners of the Month:
Engineers Breakfast
Associated Planners Group
Executive Committee
Meeting

LEADS
ALLIED MEMBER OPPORTUNITY:
THURSDAY MORNING LEADS GROUP
For your information, the

Thursday Morning CFHLA Leads Group
is seeking

New Members!
This group meets the second Thursday of each month at

8:30AM at the CFHLA Offices
(Led by Keri Burns of Edlen Electrical Exhibition Services)
to exchange information with other CFHLA Allied /
Supplier Members relating to business development and
ROI opportunities with (predominantly) CFHLA Lodging Membership.
Each Leads Group limits representation
to one Allied Member per classification.
The next meeting of the Leads Group will be

Thursday, March 10th 8:30am - 9:30am
To learn more about this opportunity, or
to express your interest in joining this group, please contact
CFHLA Member Services Director Ron Wrobel membership@cfhla.org / 407-313-5012.
(Please note, this is ONLY for the Thursday Morning Leads Group)

ATM FLA
Governmental Affairs
Committee Meeting
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Spinout Guest Laundries, Inc.
UCf Area General Managers
Meeting
Bright House Networks
Enterprise Solutions
Osceola County General
Managers Meeting
Minuteman Press
February Membership
Luncheon and Seminar

LUNCH
How well do you know the
Central Florida Hospitality Industry???
Join CFHLA and Chris Crenshaw of STR for a

Membership Luncheon
and Educational Seminar
detailing Occupancy and Room Rate Research Information
to strengthen your understanding of the Industry.

Belfor Property Restoration
Summit BroadBand

These activities are set to occur

Monday, February 22
(Luncheon: 12N - 1:30PM / Seminar: 2:00PM - 3:00PM)

at the
Hospitality News:

International Palms Resort & Conference Center
(Thank you Duane Winjum, General Manager).

I-Drives Uniq developer
shares new details on target
audience, jobs,
groundbreaking
Orlando Business Journal
Richard Bilbao
International Drive is growing,
but it still has a business
market segment it has yet to
tap into: more adult-centric
atmospheres and experiences.
Enter the 357-room Uniq hotel
proposed by Brasif a Brazilian
development group that owns
the Avanti Resort Orlando. It
aims to bring a more urban feel
to the corridor with streetside
cafes, celebrity chef
restaurants, and a rooftop pool
and leisure area designed for
adults traveling to the region
who are looking for a place to
wind down after a long day of
business meetings or at the
theme parks.

In addition to the informative keynote presentation,
CFHLA will officially recognize
Orange County Comptroller

Martha Haynie
as the

2015 Public Servant of the Year.
For more information and registration, please visit

www.CFHLA.org/Membership-Luncheons
Importantly, CFHLA thanks the sponsors of this luncheon:

Conventioneers usually stay in
the big-box hotels [on I-Drive],
not by preference, but because
thats all there is. People have
told us they were looking for a
property like ours in Orlando,
but couldnt find it. Something
that offers the urban food and
beverage venues on the first
floor, and if they wanted a
break from that, they could go
to the rooftop where theres a
day club atmosphere they can
enjoy on a casual basis or
have a business meeting with
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food and beverage with the
views of Central Florida, said
Marco Manzie, president of
Paramount Hospitality
Management, which is a longterm partner with Brasif and
has been spearheading the
development plans locally.
The hotel is still in the early
development stages, but
Manzie said to expect a
groundbreaking sometime later
this summer. Afterward, he
said construction could take up
to 18 months to complete,
which would put the opening in
early 2018.
That also would put the hotel in
line to open alongside other
major projects on the corridor
such as Skyplex, which will
help to draw more visitors to
International Drive and the
hotels there. Also, other
attractions that appeal to adult
groups such as Topgolf
Orlando, which is opening in
2017 will help further solidify IDrives claim to being able to
provide options for tourists
without kids.
Early estimates of new jobs
created will be upward of 200
permanent positions with the
potential for more in the future
as the hotel grows. In addition,
the hotel may be a catalyst for
other job growth, as it can help
draw more events to the region
that require other businesses
to build staff to meet demand.
Hotel expert Paul Sexton, vice
president of HRECs Orlando
office, thinks the hotel will be a
much-needed addition to the
corridor: If we want to stay
relevant in the global
marketplace, it is imperative
that we bring new hotel
concepts to the market to
attract not only the new
demographic, but international
travelers, as well. The same
folks who were partying in
Miami Beach last year will be
having families next year, and
their kids will demand that their
parents take them to Orlando
its a universal law. But these
new parents will want to
preserve something of their old
lifestyles, and this will be
reflected in their choice of
hotels.

GOLDEN VIDEO
CFHLA Allied Member

recently served as the A/V provider for the

2015 Golden Pineapple Awards Dinner.
In addition to providing excellent production services at this event,
AVMedia, Inc. created a video showcasing the 2015 Honorees.
To view this video, please CLICK HERE.

Thank you AVMedia, Inc. for your support
of this awards program!

OSCEOLA
Is your business located
in Osceola County?
If so, please consider attending the State of the County Luncheon:

That helps Orlando grow on
two fronts of business, he said:
the existing family leisure side
and as a destination where
adults can enjoy themselves.
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Orlando airport exit flies over
traffic congestion
Orlando Sentinel
Kevin Spear
The congested State Road 417
exit at Boggy Creek Road will
transform Friday afternoon with
the opening of flyover bridges
soaring toward Orlando
International Airport.
A pair of flyover bridges and
two lengthy ramps will skip
over and skirt past a series of
traffic lights at Boggy Creek
Road south of the airport and a
few miles west of Medical City.
Years in the making, the $71
million project anticipates a
much busier airport in coming
years.
"The growth is going to come,"
said Phil Brown, executive
director of the Greater Orlando
Aviation Authority. "You can
already see the difference."
Of the 124,000 cars that enter
or leave the airport each day, a
fifth of that traffic funnels
through the S.R. 417
interchange with Boggy Creek
Road, which connects to the
Jeff Fuqua Boulevard loop
around the terminal and
parking garages.
Further development of
Medical City, north Osceola
County, tourist attractions and
a possible new airport terminal
are expected to boost that
percentage.
Brown said unlike other major
airports, for example those in
Dallas and Atlanta, where a
significant portion of
passengers arrive for
connecting flights, most
Orlando passengers arrive at
or leave the airport in a car or
bus.

BACCHUS
The 2016

The airport is bracketed by toll
roads of Central Florida
Expressway Authority, which
leaves the airport experience
pegged in part to upgrades by
the road agency.
This month, the authority
began demolition of its oldest
and slowest toll-collection
station, the Airport Plaza just
north of the airport on
BeachLine Expressway.
Motorists there were subject to
backups and having to come
up with more quarters for
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another toll plaza just a few
miles west.
Toll revenue lost with removal
of the airport plaza will be
replaced with new tolls or
increased tolls elsewhere in the
vicinity.
But tolling will remain
unchanged at $1.25 in cash for
a car at the remade Boggy
Creek interchange.
The flyover bridges and
adjoining ramps are dedicated
to the airport's south entrance.
A driver on S.R. 417 who takes
one of the new lanes won't be
able to exit until Heintzelman
Boulevard on airport property 2
miles north of the interchange.
The longest flyover bridge, at a
half mile, is the lowest,
reaching only 55 feet above the
ground. But the shorter bridge,
at a quarter mile, climbs to 90
feet.
Expressway authority
spokesman Brian Hutchings
said the interchange was
delayed by a cost-savings
switch from steel-beam bridges
to a novel design of curving
bridges built with reinforced
concrete.
Hutchings said they are the
first of their kind in Florida and
the second in the nation.
They are to open in time for
rush hour, with a speed limit of
45 mph.

is set to occur

April 1, 5PM - 10PM
at the

Orlando Premium Outlets - Vineland Ave!
With that said, CFHLA needs

YOUR SUPPORT
to make this year's Bash the

Best Ever!
Please consider serving as a sponsor,
vendor, and/or silent auction donor.
Did you know CFHLA is offering

TWO NEW SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES?
This year two Stage Sponsorships are available, to
support the main entertainment zones of this activity.
For SPONSORSHIP information, please contact
CFHLA Account Executive - Sponsorships
Lisa Harley - Sponsorships@cfhla.org.
To reserve your booth as a VENDOR,
please CLICK HERE.
If you are able to secure
donated items for the SILENT AUCTION,
please CLICK HERE.

Don't Forget!
Proceeds from the Bacchus Bash benefit

Local Hospitality Education
through scholarships and grants via the
CFHLA Foundation - a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.
If you have questions regarding this activity,
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please contact CFHLA Special Events Director
Kim Gordon - specialevents@cfhla.org.

CHARITY CHALLENGE

Once again, Seminole County Commissioner Lee Constantine is hosting the

Charity Challenge!
This exciting, team-building "field day" event promotes camaraderie,
while also supporting local charitable organizations.
CFHLA is inviting all members to consider
registering a team (or two) for this event - and designating the

CFHLA Foundation
as your chosen charity.
For your information,

half of your registration fee
will be donated to the CFHLA Foundation to support local hospitality education via scholarships and grants.
For more information and registration, please visit:

www.CharityChallengeInc.org
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INFORMATION
The Dale Carnegie Course
12 Week "effective communication" training program is being offered to all CFHLA Members at a

Discounted Price!
Importantly, all Members are being offered a

Complimentary, No-Obligation
Info Session / Orientation:
Monday, 02/22/16
5:30PM - 7:30PM
at the CFHLA Offices.
CFHLA Members are being offered a discounted fee of:

$1,795
Additionally, Dale Carnegie Training will donate

$100 per student registration
to the CFHLA Foundation for Hospitality Scholarships.
For more information (including course layout) and registration, please visit:

www.CFHLA.org/Educational-Seminar
For more information, please contact
CFHLA Staff Person Taylor Hahn - assistant@cfhla.org.

VIP SPOTLIGHT

System Tech Services is the leading independent service provider for the
commercial and industrial mechanical service and building automation
market in Central Florida. Our unparalleled commitment to serving our
customer beyond their expectations combined with the know-how to perform
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service on multi-manufacturer equipment and building automation systems
makes System Tech Services the right choice.
Fun Fact: Each year System Tech throws a different themed
Holiday Party to express gratitude to its employees as well as
give back to the customers who support us by holding its event
at a different venue each year that STSI has serviced.
Below are a few pictures from Holiday parties in years past:

OPENING
You're invited to celebrate at the

Grand Opening
of the

Home2 Suites by Hilton Orlando
International Drive South!
Date: THIS Wednesday, February 17, 5PM - 7PM
Agenda: Ribbon cutting at 5:30PM,
Prize drawings at 6PM, and
property tours from 5PM - 7PM
Location: Home2 Suites by Hilton Orlando
International Drive South 12107 Regency Village Dr., Orlando, FL 32821
RSVP to Michelle Wood by February 14 mwood@vistahost.net / 321-217-5590

BURKE
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2016 CFHLA Board Member:

Lana Burke
Area General Manager of the

Hampton Inn Orlando International
Drive Area - Convention Center
Birthday: May 30
Fun Fact: Ms. Burke's first job in the Hospitality Industry was
working as a Housekeeper. Her best career advice received
was "It is what you make out of it."

Thank you Lana Burke
for serving as a CFHLA Leader!
PLANTS
Did You Know...
The CFHLA offices have been "beautified"
by plants donated and cared for by
CFHLA Allied Member:
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Thank you Foliage Design Systems
for your continued support of CFHLA!

HOSPITALITY OPPORTUNITIES
Below please find current hospitality employment opportunities:

Job Fair - February 26, 1PM - 6PM
Hyatt Regency Orlando
CLICK HERE for more information

Assistant Front Desk Manager
Caribe Royale Resort & Convention Center
CLICK HERE to view the job description

Restaurant Server
Embassy Suites Orlando Lake Buena Vista South
CLICK HERE to view the job description

Loss Prevention Officer,
Baker's Helper,
and MORE!
Marriott (Various Orlando Properties)
CLICK HERE to view the job descriptions

Bellman,
Kitchen Supervisor,
and MORE!
Renaissance Orlando at SeaWorld
CLICK HERE to view the job descriptions

Housekeeping Office Coordinator,
Life Guard,
and MORE!
Grande Lakes Orlando
CLICK HERE to view the job descriptions

Spa Host,
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Guest Services Agent,
and MORE!
Gaylord Palms Resort & Convention Center
CLICK HERE to view the job descriptions

Housekeeping Supervisor,
Sous Chef,
and MORE!
Crowne Plaza Orlando Universal
CLICK HERE to view the job descriptions
To submit job postings, please forward a job description or application
link to CFHLA Staff Person Lynnea Dawes - Communications@cfhla.org.

This Newsletter is Proudly Sponsored By:

This email was sent to cfhla_info@cfhla.org by CFHLA_info@cfhla.org
Central Florida Hotel and Lodging Association • 6675 Westwood Blvd, Suite 210, Orlando, Florida 32821,
United States
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